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Frequently Asked Questions: Answers to the Most Common UAP 
Observational Characteristics 

Authors: Dr. Courtney Bower and Dr. Michael Glawson 

This FAQ answers common questions about unusual aerial encounters: why they happen 
where they do, how they behave, and what they might mean. Each response translates 
decades of mystery into clear, physical logic grounded in the idea of a postbiological ecology 
operating quietly around us. 

Question Answer 

1. Why do these things show 
up around airplanes? 

Airplanes are big, fast-moving metal objects full of power, 
heat, and electronics. If something out there searches for 
useful energy or materials, a jet looks like a flying buffet. 

2. Why are there so many 
sightings on the Fourth of 
July? 

Fireworks fill the air with hot metal dust and glowing 
smoke. For a few hours, that creates a unique chemical 
and thermal “plume” that might attract whatever 
samples the atmosphere. 

3. Why are most reports from 
the United States? 

The U.S. has huge air traffic, long coastlines, and lots of 
industry, all potential attractors. Add open reporting 
habits and you get a stronger signal in the data. 

4. Why do engines 
sometimes stall or shut off? 

A powerful electromagnetic pulse can scramble an 
engine’s electronics for a few seconds. It’s the same 
physics that makes a magnet throw off a compass. 

5. Why do headlights, radios, 
or phones cut out? 

That same burst of interference can momentarily 
overload nearby systems – lights flicker, radios go static, 
and cameras glitch – then everything returns to normal. 

6. Why do compasses or 
cockpit instruments drift? 

If the surrounding air becomes charged or magnetized, it 
can nudge a compass needle or sensor, causing a brief 
misreading. 

7. Why do people sometimes 
feel tingling or a mild burn? 

Short exposure to heat, ultraviolet light, or radio energy 
can feel like a sunlamp or static shock, uncomfortable 
but not harmful. 

8. Why do photos and videos 
come out blurry or distorted? 

Sudden light pulses or electromagnetic fields can make a 
camera overexpose or lose focus, especially if it’s using 
auto-settings in low light. 

9. Why are they silent and 
leave no air blast? 

If they move by manipulating fields instead of pushing air, 
there’s no roar or wind. The effect would be eerily quiet, 
even close up. 

10. Why do they seem to 
make impossible right-angle 
turns? 

Our eyes fill in gaps between fast, jerky motions. What 
looks like a perfect corner may actually be many small 
jumps that happen too quickly to see clearly. 
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11. Why do they appear in 
pairs or triangles? 

Working in groups helps them map space and distance 
three points make a triangle, which is perfect for 
measuring and coordinating. 

12. Why do they appear most 
often at dusk or dawn? 

It’s dark enough to hide but light enough to see. The air is 
stable, and their glow or heat stands out best against the 
dim sky. 

13. Why do they like coasts, 
canals, and industrial zones? 

Boundaries, where land meets with water or heat meets 
cold, are rich in energy and materials. If something 
forages, it hunts the edges. 

14. Why does radar pick 
them up when we can’t see 
them? 

They may not emit light, but radar bounces off metal or 
plasma surfaces we can’t see. So, radar spots them even 
when our eyes don’t. 

15. Why do we see glowing 
lights but no radar track? 

Some might be tiny or shaped to dodge radar while still 
reflecting or emitting visible light, so you can see them, 
but instruments can’t. 

16. Why do they dive into 
water without a splash? 

Smooth design, or even a surrounding energy field, can 
reduce turbulence as they go under the water. 
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